CNDV 5320 Multicultural Counseling
Judy Sheppard on Ellen

E: Hi Judy

J : Hi Ellen.

E: I am so happy to have you here.

J: It’s my pleasure totally. Thanks so much.

E:Thank you. It is, I am sure, very difficult but please remind people if they have not heard the story what happened to Mathew.

J: Well, in October 1998 Mathew accepted a ride from a couple of young men who proceded to rob him, and then beat him, they tied him to a fence outside of Laramie, Wyoming and left him to die. He was found eighteen hours later and he passed away four days later.
E: It was a story, that I mean, I …it’s still hard for me. 
J: It’s still hard for me too. 

E: Still hard. …Because it was right after I came out and I thought people….
J: And I wanna share with you Mathew was so proud of you when you did you……he called me and said , Mom you can’t believe it, it’s on Ellen.
E: Well, it is one of the reasons I believe in doing it is just we need more examples we need more people to go….well they seem okay. And they are happy and they found love and they are successful. And it was just devastating when I heard about it. So, Mathew was left …tied to a fence post …in freezing temperatures and someone found him the next morning, a sheriff I think. And in your book, I think we all find out for the first time that he was not alone that night while he was dying. Tell people what happened.
J: When Officer Flutey arrived at the scene, a mountain biker…a man actually found him… Mat(Mathew) was tied to the fence…called 911 and when she arrived on the scene…she saw there had been a female deer, nesting in the bushes off to the side…apparently, through the night ….next to Mat (Mathew)..when she drove up the deer ran off. It really made us feel better that may be Mat was not alone all that horrible night. 
E: Amazing..Amazing! It has been eleven years and you have been …this changed your life…I mean ..You did not do this before. You were close to your son, he was a good friend to you. But, this all the sudden, changed….
J: ….Yeah well he’s…you know…He was ..you know I became sort of the spokeswoman for the cause. We thought people recognize Mat’s name and hear what we had to say and listen to us. May be we can change hearts and minds. 
E: And I think that you have …and I think you have stories of how from eleven years ago, when you started to speak…what are some examples of acceptance..now.

J: I started to speak at colleges and I would see young people, afterwards, their eyes were so filled with fear and trepidation for their future. Now, when I see those kids…They are just so empowered and they know what they are being denied….and how to get it. It is just so encouraging to change so much at the grass roots level. 
E: And I hear that …a story about a young man trying to tell his mother.

J: Yes. This is the best story. Just shows you how far we have come. …um…He was out in college but not out in home….and he decided one weekend he was going to drive home…so He drove to his folk’s home... He pulled in the driveway...left his car running and went inside, his mom was on the sofa knitting or something and his dad was downstairs…he came in the house and said “Mom there is something I have to tell you” …and She said “ What would that be?” Then he said, “ I am Gay”. And she stopped knitting and she yelled down the stairs “I win the bet” (laughter) I love that story…I love that story…
E:….um…One of the things we are trying to do ,after Mathew was killed, was trying to pass a hate crime law in basically, there are lot states, that don’t have hate crime laws…or didn’t…um explain the difference..um I think people don’t understand that a crime is a crime, but it is not. A hate crime is a different in the way that….
J: The intention of a hate crime is to put fear in the heart of the community not just the victim or victim’s family. But…um…to scare the entire community. Or try to bring them in line but whatever the hater thinks they should be doing or…should not be doing. 

E: Right…. So,… well, there are lot of hate crimes..as we hear all the time. So, you have been trying you know, to get this attention and tell people what we just found out right before you walked out….. 
J: Yes. We just found out that ….the part of the bill that will increase existing hate crime laws…. And now, …will protect sexual orientation, gender, disability has been passed on the House floor and will be going to the Senate….(applause)
E: great….really Great…

J: this is the best….this is how far we have come.

E: It really is. Because when we were standing on the steps in Washington after this happened, trying to get Wyoming, you know, up until today, eleven years later Wyoming did not have …did not pass it. 
J: no..

E: Unbelievable!! after this. We leave you today some images of Mathew.

Pictures showing with no sound…………. cut to Ellen alone on stage..

E:  wow!!!! That’s a …(emotion filled silence)….
Audience: (slow applause…someone calls out…Thank you…..more applause)
E: …..If you.. If you have kids …..teach them that words can end up killing people. Teach him that it is not okay to say fag, it is not okay to call people names and ….raise your kids with compassion and …and…tell them if they hear other kids at school saying things …to tell them stop…..’cause it leads to things like this. And ..um…that was her baby..that was her son..(tearfully)….Thank you all for being here. END 
